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HOMELESSNESS WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [9.11 am]: Mr Speaker, last week was 
Homelessness Week. This annual event presents an opportunity to draw public attention to this important issue 
that affects the entire community. It is also an important time to come together to acknowledge progress made, 
to support one another and to focus on the work ahead. It has been a big 12 months in the homelessness sector. 
Over the past year, the McGowan government, through the Department of Communities under the leadership of 
the director general, and in partnership with the community services sector, has launched the state’s first 10-year 
strategy, which is being delivered through an action plan involving multiple government agencies. It has secured 
$72 million for new homelessness initiatives, including two common-ground facilities and the Housing First 
Homelessness Initiative. The government has not only managed its way through an unprecedented global pandemic 
in COVID-19, but it has also made the most of this challenging situation by delivering $10.5 million of funding to 
extend critical homelessness services as part of the WA recovery plan, securing a location for the state’s first 
common-ground facility; fast-tracking crucial projects like the Housing First Homelessness Initiative; and allocating 
$159 million of funding through Lotterywest for not-for-profit organisations, and the frontline delivery of services. 
The highlight of Homelessness Week for me was attending a roundtable discussion with the Telethon Kids Institute 
group of Elder Co-Researchers. I thank the elders for sharing an important discussion with me over a Tim Tam. 
I would also like to offer my thanks to Shelter WA for the role it plays in coordinating Homelessness Week every 
year in Western Australia, as well as its day-to-day work as a leader in the sector. I would also like to acknowledge 
the chair of Homelessness Week this year, Mr Gordon Cole, chair of Noongar Mia Mia, for his wise words and 
guidance over the course of the week, and lived experience advocates such as Josh Serafini for sharing their 
experiences and stories to deepen our understanding of this issue. Finally, I would like to thank staff from the 
Department of Communities for their crucial role in driving reform in this important area of work. We know that 
homelessness is a complex issue that challenges many communities the world over, but it is not an insurmountable 
issue, and through collective effort and a commitment to lasting solutions we are making a difference for people 
experiencing homelessness in Western Australia. 
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